ABSTRACT.-A new species of the genus Brachycephalus is described from the State of Parana, Southern Brazil. The new species is characterized by black coloration on the flanks, orange dorsum, and absence of dermal ossification dorsal to the vertebrae. We suggest that the reduction of number of phalanges in hands and feet is related to the distinctive walking behavior in the genus Brachycephalus. The pectoral girdle is completely ossified; the epicoracoids are closely juxtaposed and articulating throughout their lengths, and an omosternum and sternum are absent (Fig. 2A) . The phalangeal formulae in the hands is 1-2-3-1, and  in the feet is 1-2-3-4-0 (Fig. 2B, C) .
. Brachycephalus pernix is distinguished from Psyllophryne didactyla by its larger size (in P didactyla, maximum SVL 8.6 mm in males and 10.2 mm in females), color pattern (dark brown to pale brown in P didactyla), and lacking an omosternum (present in P didactyla) (see Izecksohn, 1971) .
Description of Holotype.-Body robust, bufoniform; dermal ossification dorsal to the vertebrae absent; head large, slightly wider than long; snout short, its shape semicircular in dorsal view, and rounded in lateral view (Fig. 3A, B) ; nostrils not protuberant, directed anterolaterally; canthus rostralis faintly distinct; loreal region slightly concave; eye medium-sized, not protruding dorsally; tympanum not visible; vocal sac not expanded; mouth nearly sigmoid; vocal slits small; tongue long; vomerine teeth absent; choanae small, ovoid, anterior to eye. Arm slender and forearm moderately slender; fingers robust and short; fourth finger greatly reduced, almost not visible externally; subarticular tubercles absent; inner and outer metacarpal tubercles absent; finger lengths IV < I < II < III; finger tips pointed (Fig. 3C) Variation.-The extension of the black coloration on the body is variable (Fig. 4) , but all specimens show the same basic black and orange color pattern. Measurements are in Table 1. Distribution.-The new species is known only from the type locality and from Morretes, State of Parana, Brazil. Brachycephalus pernix represents the southernmost record for the genus Brachycephalus, and by consequence for the family Brachycephalidae.
Etymology.-The specific name, a Latin substantive masculine (pernix = good walker), is an allusion to the characteristic mode of locomotion.
Natural History.-The ground in the Atlantic Rain Forest at the type locality is very shady with a thick layer of leaf litter. From January to December of 1993 the means of the maximum and minimal air temperatures were respectively, 16.7 C (range 12.5-22.2 C) and 10.9 (range 7.5-16.4 C), and the mean air humidity was 91.5% (range 79.9-96.9%) (Roderjan, 1994) . Brachycephalus pernix were active by day. Males and females were found on the forest floor or amidst leaf litter (10-15 cm under the surface). Generally, individuals were observed walking slowly on the leaf litter (Fig. 1) . The clutch and vocalization are unknown. Direct development is known in B. ephippium (Pombal et al., 1994) , and probably also occurs in B. pernix. The tadpole of B. ephippium described by Cochran (1955) belongs to the genus Hyalinobatrachium, Centrolenidae (Heyer, 1985) .
Remarks.-The two genera of Brachycephali- Three species are currently recognized in the genus Brachycephalus, but additional species will likely be added as systematic studies of the genus progress (Heyer et al., 1990; Haddad and Sazima, 1992). The status of the "varieties" B. ephippium (i.e., B. ephippium atelopoides, B. e. garbeana, and B. e. bufonoides) described by Miranda-Ribeiro (1920) require reevaluation.
